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The Context 
 
The overall goal of the UGC research support is to help improve quality of higher 
education teaching and learning practices by inculcating research culture in higher 
education institutions and to make higher education relevant to national development.   
 
Drawing on the experience and outcomes of Second Higher Education Project SHEP, 
the current Higher Education Reforms Project (HERP), 2015-2020, is planning to 
continue and strengthen research funding and support programs as a major component 
of reform program. HERP has four major areas of reform, enhancing academic 
excellence through research, innovation and development is one the components. 
 
HERP emphasizes linking research funding with the issues and needs of national 
priority. The funding of HERP is based on seven important disbursement linked 
indicators (DLIs), research, innovation and development is the seventh DLI.  
Preparation and implementation of national priority framework for research funding is 
a fundamental aspect of the DLI.  
 
This documents outlines framework for national priority for research funding based 
on relevant national plans and policies and the lesson learned from SHEP research 
support. 
 
Basis of priority framework for research funding 
 
The current national development plan, strategy and the recently prepared Higher 
Education Policy framework (HEP)are taken asthe basis for determining national 
priority for higher education reforms project in general and research funding in higher 
education in particular. The priority area for investment for national development 
identified by the Approach Paper of the Thirteenth Plan includes hydropower and 
other renewable energy, agriculture, education, health, drinking water, sanitation, 
physical infrastructure, tourism, industry, trade, natural resources, environment and 
governance. These areas can be viewed as represented by related disciplines taught in 
higher education institutions and particularly by academic excellence in these areas as 
a strong foundation for efficient utilization of resources and developmental 
innovations. The policy statements of HEP are consistent with priority areasidentified 
in the national plan.  HEP states that higher education development shall be focused 
to national socioeconomic and political development needs and priorities and that 
development of higher education institutions, academic programs and activities shall 
address following national priorities: 
 

a) poverty alleviation, employment generation, and holistic national economic 
development;  

b) development of agriculture, forest and biodiversity, tourism, water resources, 
hydropower, renewable energy, small industries and business; 

c) management of natural disaster, sustainable development and conservation of  
balanced natural environment;  

d) economic, social, and political transformation to develop culture of inclusive 
democracy with respect for diversity, mutual respect, and harmony  

e) conservation of national heritage, promotion of indigenous knowledge, 
vocation, and technology 



 
Higher Education Policy (HEP) in its policy strategy has emphasized making research 
and innovations relevant to national priority needs, international trends and practices 
and in its policy measure has provisioned grants on the basis of national needs and 
priorities as well as quality. Altogether, HEP has based its policy on research and 
innovation on three criteria, (i) national priority, (ii) quality, and (iii) international 
trend and practices, and has viewed research and innovations in higher education as a 
competitive economic opportunity.  
 
National Program for Higher Education Research and Development (NPHERD) has 
listed "academic excellence and research" as a major component of its program 
describing it as "a strategy for enhancing quality and relevance" of higher education. 
It has prepared and listed a framework for determining national priority for higher 
education reform and development.  This framework of priority areas for higher 
education research funding has been derived from the national priority framework of 
NPHERD.  This framework is an integral part of the HERP Research Implementation 
Guidelines (HERP-RIG). 
 
Listing of priority area for research funding 
Following the NPHERD framework of priority for higher education reform and 
development, the priority for research funding will be based as follows. 
 
The following areas are fundamental for building foundational capacity for helping 
attain the policy goals and economic sectors prioritized in the Approach Paper for the 
Thirteenth Plan, and HEP:  

(i) S&T;  
(ii) Engineering;  
(iii) Medicine; and  
(iv) Agriculture and Forestry.  

 
These are defined as technical areas. Research activities in these areas will be defined 
as priority areas.  
 
In addition,  research activities determined by expert panel(s) to be associated with 
the following national policy goals and priorities as defined in the Approach Paper for 
the Thirteenth Plan, and HEP, will be treated as priority areas for funding:  

(i) reduction of economic and human development poverty;  
(ii) employment generation;  
(iii) holistic development of national economy;  
(iv) economic, social and political transformation to develop culture of 

inclusive democracy;  
(v) conservation and development of national heritage;  
(vi) promotion of indigenous knowledge, vocation, and technology;  
(vii) conservation and sustainable use of natural resources and environment 

including biodiversity;  
(viii) productivity enhancement in and diversification and commercialization of 

agriculture;  
(ix) development of basic education,  health, drinking water and sanitation, 

food and nutrition; 
(x) promotion of good governance;  



(xi) Transportation  and other infrastructure;  
(xii) water resources;  
(xiii) renewable energy;  
(xiv) small industries and business;  
(xv) natural disaster and hazard management;  
(xvi) Global warming and climate change. 
(xvii) Public-private-community participation in development issues. 
(xviii) Engineering and Information and Communication Technology 
(xix) Biotechnology, Pharmaceuticals and Nano-technology 

The priority areas can be categorized into three categories: policy goals, economic 
sectors and disciplines/areas of study. The following priority area framework has been 
drawn accordingly:  

 
Table 1 (a): Priority Areas relating to 

Economic sectors/ commodities 
 

 Table 1 (b): Priority Areasrelating policy 
goals 

Forestry, fisheries  Nepal attaining the status of a developing 
country by 2022 (currently a least developed 
country) 

Water resources  Reduction of economic and human 
[development] poverty 

Renewable energy  Employment generation 

Small industries and business  Holistic development of national economy 
Tourism and mountaineering  Economic, social and political transformation 

to develop culture of inclusive democracy 

Whole-sale and retail trade   Conservation and development of national 
heritage 

Transportation, storage and 
communication 

 Promotion of indigenous knowledge, 
vocation, and technology 

Housing, land utilization,  and rental/ 
trade activities 

 Conservation and sustainable use of natural 
resources and environment including 
biodiversity 

Construction  Productivity enhancement in and 
diversification and occupationalization of 
agriculture 

Mining and industries  Development basic education and health, 
drinking water and sanitation 

Education (focus on  STM)  Promotion of good governance 
Financial intermediation  Development of roads and other infrastructure 
Textiles and Textile Articles  Development of tourism, industry and 

commerce 
Base Metals and Articles of Base Metal  Development of hydropower and other forms 

of energy 
Vegetable Products  Natural disaster and hazard management 
Herbs and medicinal plants  Global warming and climate change 



Table 1 (a): Priority Areas relating to 
Economic sectors/ commodities 

 

 Table 1 (b): Priority Areasrelating policy 
goals 

   
 
Note: The areas in italics are additional to the areas defined in the Approach Paper 
and HEP which were selected through the consultation with the panels of experts.  
The following subject areas are fundamental to build foundational capacity to address 
the economic sectors and policy goals, as well as also to open new possibilities.  They 
are also therefore listed as priorities.    
 
 
Table 1 (c): Priority areas relating to disciplines and study areas 

Priority Faculties  Other priority disciplines and study 
areas areas/programs 

Science and technology   Interdisciplinary research activities 
such as natural disaster and hazard 
management; Global warming and 
climate change 

 Indigenous knowledge, arts and 
crafts 

 

Engineering  
Medicine  

Forestry  
Agriculture  

 
The above prioritization matrix does not include an exhaustive list of areas of study or 
disciplines. It would be impractical to do so since the list will be very long. However, 
if some important priority areas do not clearly fall under the priorities defined in the 
matrix they can be added under the priority disciplines/ study area table. The 
programs listed here in this table are examples. The proposals for initiating new 
programs and research should be evaluated by an expert panel to decide if they fall 
under the priority areas.  
 
Application of Priority Framework in Research Funding  
 
The following table lists the research activities and application of priority framework 
for research funding under HERP. 
 
HERP supported Research Activities  Application of priority framework Partial Support for PhD(Field Visit, Book/Reference Material, Typing/ Binding) N/A Small Research Grant Additional scoring weightage given for programs under priority Faculty Research Only the programs acceptable as per priority framework  will be eligible Institutional Research in Collaboration with Industrial Cluster Only the programs acceptable as per priority framework  will be eligible PhDFellowship Additional scoring weightage given for programs under priority PhDFellowship for faculty Members from Accredited Campuses and Campus with Additional scoring weightage given for programs under priority 



Autonomy (for national degree) MPhil Fellowship Additional scoring weightage given for programs under priority Master’s Thesis Support for Technical Areas Additional scoring weightage given for programs under priority Multi-Disciplinary Research Collaboration Only the programs acceptable as per priority framework  will be eligible Research Article publication in Refereed Journal N/A Publication of Refereed journal N/A Research Trainings N/A Seminar-cum-workshop on Academia Industry Dialogue Only the programs acceptable as per priority framework  will be eligible Laboratory Support N/A Library Networking N/A Establishment of Research Management Cell N/A 
 
This priority framework for research funding is a part of the research program 
implementation guideline (RPIG) developed for HERP to plan and manage research 
grants, fellowships and other financial assistance to activities related to research. 
Other institutional and individual eligibility for research funding are outlined in the 
RPIG. 
 
Modality of assessment using priority framework for research funding 

(i) The call for proposal/EOI will explicitly and specifically refer the priority 
framework including eligibility criteria  

(ii) Proposal/EOI evaluation will include scoring criteria relating to 
prioritization  

(iii) The cluster committee/experts will evaluate the proposals based on pre-
defined evaluation framework applying the prioritization criteria 

(iv) Evaluation committee will scrutinize the evaluation scoring by the clusters 
committees/experts 

(v) The overall decision regarding recommendation for research funding 
support will be made by the Research Council. 

 
 




